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This talk makes the argument that the way people think about their minds shapes the 
way they come to know God. I do this by looking at the kinds of people who have 
more vivid spiritual experiences (they are more likely to get absorbed in their inner 
worlds), the way prayers train attention to inner experience, and above all at the 
way that different cultures invite people to think differently about inner life. I see a 
paradox: the more a culture imagines an inner world as separate from an outer 
world, the less vividly they experience gods and spirits. 
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